
Glasgow Night Shelter
Run by volunteers every night, 365 nights a year, since 2011, 

providing:

Shelter Hot food Clothing  
 Advice  Community !

Glasgow Night Shelter for Destitute Asylum Seekers 
Scottish charity number SC047169

It's a cold winter's night. 
You can't speak the language 

and you have nowhere to stay.
 It's starting to rain and you 

don't know anyone who can 
help...

What do you do?
Where do you go?

Imagine being in a strange city in 
a foreign country... 

Glasgow Night Shelter for destitute asylum seekers
Scottish charity SC045411

c/o PO Box, Anderston Kelvingrove Parish Church, 
759 Argyle Street, Glasgow, G3 8DS Tel: 07929852264

glasgownightshelter@gmail.com

More info about the Night Shelter
The people we look after are refused asylum seekers and homeless non-
EU migrants who because of their immigration status cannot access 
normal homeless services.

This group of people face multiple difficulties; often unable to speak 
English; without any family or friends to help them; unable to do paid 
work and with an insecure immigration status; not knowing their rights 
and often scared to draw attention to their plight for fear of coming to 
the attention of the authorities, they are blocked from accessing normal 
homeless services or any support funded by public money, not even 
allowed to get help from those charities that receive funding from local and 
national government.

Almost all homeless people in Scotland are eligible for temporary 
accommodation under the Homelessness etc (Scotland) Act of  2003. 
However refused asylum seekers and other non-EU migrants are 
excluded from accessing normal homeless services.

Penniless and forced to sleep rough, refused asylum seekers become 
extremely vulnerable to exploitation by the unscrupulous and can be 
forced to undertake low paid, illegal work or sex work for survival.

●  Most of our guests are homeless due to their immigration status, as a 
result we do not face many issues relating to drug or drink 
dependency 

● It's common for asylum seekers to submit multiple applications for 
the right to stay in the UK before they are successful.

● There are about 3,000 asylum seekers in Glasgow. At any one time 
between 30-100 are destitute. Most rely on other asylum seekers or 
refugees for support.

● Destitution leads to greater levels of depression, poor mental health 
and anxiety and suicide.

● There is currently no shelter anywhere in Scotland that will take 
destitute women asylum seekers who have been refused.



● Ibrox - Why this location?
There's a good network of support for people staying at the shelter 
in the Ibrox and Govan area. As our guests don't have money for 
public transport, it is essential that the charities and services that 
support to them are within walking distance. 
● Charities such as the GalGael Trust, Govan Community 

Project (formerly Govan & Craigton Integration Network), the 
Unity Centre, Maslows and Scottish Action for Refugees are 
close by. Other agencies such as the Scottish Refugee Council, 
the Red Cross, Positive Action in Housing and the Legal 
Services  Agency in the city centre are not far away.

● Libraries and computer access Ibrox library is close by while 
the Mitchell Library is still within walking distance 

● Community Religious meeting places such as the Madrassa Al 
Arabia Al Islamia Mosque and Ibrox Parish Church are close by.

Safety Fairley Street is very quiet in the evening and where we 
wish to locate is completely non-residential so we will avoid any 
disruption to local residents.

● 24 Fairley Street – Why this building?
● Availability: We have been looking for a suitable building for 

over a year and had been unable to find somewhere that 
met our requirements until now.

● Cost: The rent and cost of fitting it out are within our budget.
● Layout: The two-floor layout of the building will allow us to 

provide separate social and quiet spaces and a much-
needed secure women-only area. The current layout is  
open-plan and can be easily adapted to our requirements.

● Security: As we work with vulnerable people, for security 
purposes our street-level presence has to be discreet. This 
is possible here thanks to the property being above the 
ground floor.

● Our plans for this building

● Proposal for a new building
Glasgow Night Shelter supports approximately 25 asylum seeker 
and refugee men per night who, because of their immigration status, 
cannot access normal homeless services. We're not a drop-in 
service. New guests are referred to us by agencies such as the 
Scottish Refugee Council and the Red Cross. Entry to the shelter is 
only allowed between 8-11pm and they leave at 8am in the morning. 
We urgently need to move to a new building so we can also offer:
● A dedicated space to meet the needs of our service-users
● A safe place for women (we're currently only able to support men)
● Improved shower & laundry facilities
● Office & confidential meeting room spaces
● A social space for music & art events, training and fundraising

Thanks to generous support and fundraising efforts we are now in a 
position to rent a property. After searching for 18 months we've 
found an ideal property at 24 Fairley Street, Ibrox.

This is is our proposal for how we'd like to redevelop and use the 
building.

2nd FLOOR : MIXED SPACE & TV 
ROOM FOR MEN social area, 

showers, laundry room, storage & 
office spaces and sleeping area

1st FLOOR: CAFETERIA & 
WOMEN ONLY SPACE  separate 
Women-Only Space with small 

kitchen social area and sleeping 
area & communal kitchen/eating 

area

Ground floor: Secure, discreet 
entrance
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